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Von der Leyen announces “Green Deal Industrial Plan” at World Economic Forum in Davos 

At the occasion of the World Economic Forum Annual Forum (16-20 January) in Davos, Commission 
President von der Leyen presented the key features of a European response to the US Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA). The “Green Deal Industrial Plan” will be based on four pillars: (1) Net-zero industry 
act simplifying the EU regulatory environment, (2) Amendment of the EU state aid rules to allow for 
more public funding of clean technologies, (3) Targeted training of skilled workers to build up key 
competences, (4) Ambitious trade policy including more trade agreements with third countries: 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_23_232 
 
 
Swedish Council Presidency plans to finalise all ongoing “Fit for 55” files by June 2023 

On 17 January, the Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson and the President of the European Parliament 
Roberta Metsola held a joint press conference. Kristersson announced that his government wants to 
conclude the negotiations on all “Fit for 55” dossiers before the end of the Swedish Council Presidency. 
Currently there are still two crucial files being negotiated in the trilogue: the Alternative Fuels 
Infrastructure Regulation (AFIR) and the Renewable Energy Directive (RED): https://swedish-
presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/joint-press-conference-with-the-swedish-prime-minister-and-
president-of-the-european-parliament-roberta-metsola/ 
 
 

ACEA publishes report on motor vehicle fleet on the road in the European Union 

On 17 January, the European Automobile Manufacturers' Association (ACEA) published the 2023 edition 
of its “Vehicles in use” report, providing an overview of the motor vehicle fleet on the road in the EU– 
covering passenger cars, light commercial vehicles, medium and heavy commercial vehicles, and buses. 
Per country, the Vehicles in use report shows the number of motor vehicles in use for each vehicle type 
and how the fleet has evolved in the last decade. This 2023 edition covers the 27 member states of the 
European Union, plus the EFTA countries (Iceland, Norway and Switzerland), as well as the United 
Kingdom: https://www.acea.auto/publication/report-vehicles-in-use-europe-2023/ 
 
 

European Commission prepares proposal for revised rules for commercial vehicles regarding weights 

and dimension 

As part of the “Greening Freight Package”, the EU Commission plans to publish a proposal for the 
revision of the directive on weights and dimension of heavy-duty commercial vehicles in the second 
quarter of 2023. A stakeholder consultation and a workshop took place at the end of last year: 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13278-Commercial-vehicles-
weights-and-dimensions-evaluation-_en 
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Coalition of Trade Ministers creates joint platform for climate and trade issues  

On 19 January, the EU, its member states as well as 26 partner countries created a coalition of trade 
ministers on climate. The coalition is meant to be a forum on minister level to find solutions for climate 
change and link trade and climate policy issues. The most important goal will be supporting developing 
countries to cope with the consequences of climate change: https://www.tradeministersonclimate.org/  
 
 
The Alliance of European Car Dealers and Repairers (AECDR) represents and promotes the interests of 57,500 franchised dealers 
and authorised repairers. In total these companies employ 1.175,000 people. 
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