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European Parliament: Vote on the revision of the Driving Licence Directive 
 
The European Parliament is set to vote on the revision of the Driving Licence Directive. This directive serves 
as the cornerstone of mobility within the European Union, as it establishes the standards for the mutual 
recognition of driving licences. After initially proposing unrealistic standards such as a ban on driving SUVs 
under a certain age, the current version of the directive is well-balanced. It can be considered a significant 
success for the EU as a whole. We will keep you updated on the outcome of the vote. AECDR welcomes 
that there is no disproportionate discrimination for novice and older drivers in the final text. 
 
 
Commission presents new initiatives for digital infrastructures of tomorrow 
 
The European Commission has presented a set of possible actions to foster the innovation, security and 
resilience of digital infrastructures. The future competitiveness of Europe's economy depends on these 
advanced digital network infrastructures and services, since fast, secure, and widespread connectivity is 
essential for the deployment of the technologies that will bring us into tomorrow's world. This digital 
connectivity package aims to start a discussion on concrete proposals with stakeholders, Member States 
and like-minded partners on how to shape future EU policy action with a view to achieving a consensus: 
New initiatives for digital infrastructures of tomorrow (europa.eu) 
 

 
Commission: European AI Office 
 
The European AI Office will support the development and use of trustworthy AI, while protecting against 
AI risks. The AI Office was established within the European Commission as the centre of AI expertise and 
forms the foundation for a single European AI governance system. The EU aims to ensure that AI is safe 
and trustworthy. For this purpose, the AI Act is the first-ever comprehensive legal framework on AI 
worldwide, guaranteeing the health, safety and fundamental rights of people, and providing legal certainty 
to businesses across the 27 Member States: European AI Office | Shaping Europe’s digital future 
(europa.eu) 
 
 
Battery Manufacturing 2030: Collaborating at Warp Speed 
 
This recently published study, conducted by Porsche Consulting together with VDMA, raises the question 
how Europe and North America can successfully establish a second battery cluster outside of Asia, where 
currently the equipment manufacturing market is highly concentrated:  
battery_manufacturing_2030_porsche_consulting_2024.pdf (porsche-consulting.com) 

 
 
 
 
 
The Alliance of European Car Dealers and Repairers (AECDR) represents and promotes the interests of 57,500 franchised dealers 
and authorised repairers. In total these companies employ 1.175,000 people. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_941
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/ai-office
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/ai-office
https://www.porsche-consulting.com/sites/default/files/2024-02/battery_manufacturing_2030_porsche_consulting_2024.pdf

